Before 1938, two companies existed in Hatcher
Pass: the Alaska Free Gold (Martin) Mine on
Skyscraper Mountain, and Independence Mine
on Granite Mountain. In contrast to placer min-
ing, lode mining is expensive and difficult for
individual operators. In order to pool resources
and reduce the expense of digging elaborate
tunnels, they merged to become the Alaska-
Pacific Consolidated Mining Company (APC).

With 83 mining claims, APC was the largest pro-
ducer in the Willow Creek Mining District. The
claims covered more than 1,350 acres and in-
cluded 27 structures. In 1941, APC employed 204
men, blasted nearly a dozen miles of tunnels,
and produced 34,416 ounces of gold worth
$1,204,560 ($17 million today). Twenty-two
families lived in nearby Boomtown, and eight
children attended the Territorial School.

In 1942 the United States War Production Board
designated gold as nonessential to the war ef-
fort, but APC was allowed to continue to mine
the sheelite that occurs along with gold in some
quartz veins. Sheelite is a source of tungsten, a
strategic metal needed for the war. Unfortunately,
Independence Mine's scheelite production was
relatively low. The exemption was short-lived,
and the mine ordered to close in 1943.

The wartime ban was lifted in 1946, but gold
could only be sold to the U.S. government at a
fixed rate of $35 per ounce, making mining un-
profitable. In January of 1951, after extracting
nearly 6 million dollars' worth of gold, Inde-
pendence Mine was closed by APC.

In 1974, Independence Mine was entered into the
National Register of Historic Places, and 271
acres were subsequently donated to the Alaska
Division of Parks & Outdoor Recreation to estab-
lish Independence Mine State Historical Park.
Title to the acreage was transferred to the State
of Alaska on January 16, 1980.
Today, you can visit the mine’s

‘A historic buildings and hike the
((‘ /| park’s beautiful alpine trails.
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Early in Alaska’s history, gold became an irre-
sistible magnet that drew thousands of adven-
turers to the last frontier. In 1886, just before a
quarter of a million gold seekers began their
stampede into Nome, Fairbanks and the Idi-
tarod country, gold was discovered southeast of
Anchorage. Prospectors followed, spreading
into the Susitna and Matanuska river basins,
testing the creeks in the nearby mountains for
this unique metal.

In the Talkeetna mountains, hard rock (or lode)
gold is hidden in the lattice of quartz veins that
were formed when hydrothermal action filled
fractures in the local granite. Long after the
quartz hardened, erosion freed small flakes of
gold and washed the gold-bearing gravel down
stream. As in other regions, placer mining was
the first and easiest way to access these riches.
The rough-textured gold found in the bottom of
pans and sluice boxes, however, hinted at a
nearby source, a mother lode. Robert Lee
Hatcher discovered and staked the first lode
gold claim in the Willow Creek Valley in Septem-
ber 1906, and others soon followed.
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